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addreſs'd this Paper to the preſent aſ- 

ſembled Parliament, in the Caſe of 
the late Attack made upon our Eftabliſh- 
ment and Conſtitution from the Pulpit — 
by advancing the abſurd and exploded No- 
tions of Paſſive-Obedience, Non-Refiftance, 
and Hereditary Succeſſion, againft the de- 
clar'd Principles of Parliamentary Limita- 
tion—And in-my laft I began my humble 
Application to the FHbuſe, by giving an 
Abridgment of our Foundation upon which 
we now ſtand, and re-capitulating the ſe- 
veral Steps taken in Parliament to eſtabliſh 
our Liberties, and the Succeffion of the 
Crown, as it is now declar'd by both King- 
doms in their reſpeQive Parliaments, and 
afterwards by the Union. 


1 Have, in the humbleſt Manner poſſible, 


Tueſday, January 10. 1710. 


you ſhall} do with him, or how far you ſhall 


\ 


And now, Right Honourable, I preſume 
to go on with my bumble Repreſentation, 
and to lay down what it i, the whole Diſ- 
courſe aims at. L 
I am far from promptieg the Fate of 
the Perſon now in your Hands 3 the Ju- 
ſtice of the Houſe of Commons needs not, 
that any Men or Body of Men ihould move 
or reftrain.it ; it is of the leaſt Moment 
imaginable to the Nation in general, what 


or ſhall not puſh your Reſentment; but ĩt is 
the Crime that waits your Doom and 
which the Nation wiſhes to ſee receive its 
Sentence from your Bar 
This is the Prayer of the Petition; this — 
is the preſent Cute for all this popular 
ä Frenzy, 
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Frenzy, and will do more to eſtabliſh our 
Peace, than the whole twenty Years War 
has done This will prepare us, either 
to carty the War on abroad, or to receive 
Peace, when GOD ſhall think fit to truſt 
ug with that Bleſſing again. That vou would 
be pleas'd to damn THE PRINCIPLE, 
it's nothing what ye do with the Man 
THE PRINCIPLE is the Plague-Sore that 
runs upon the Nation, and its Conta- 
gion infe&s our Gentry, iafects our Clergy, 


Iſland. 
paſſive Obedience, Non-Refiftance, and 
the Divine Right of Hereditary Succeſſion, 


are inconſiſtent with the Rights of the 


BRITISH NATION, (not to examine the 


Rights of Nature) inconſiffent with the 


Conſtitution of the BRITISH GOVERN- 
MENT, inconſiſtent with the Being and 
Authority of the BRITISH PARLIA- 
MENT, and inconſiſtent with the declar'd 
eſſential Foundation of the BRITISH MO- 
NARCHY-——— Theſe abhorr'd Notions 


would deſtroy the ineſtimable Privileges 
of Britain, of which the Houſe ot Commons 
are the Glorious Conſervators; they would 


ſubje& all our Liberties to the Arbitrary 
Luft of a ſingle Perſon, they would expoſe 
us to all Kinds of Tyranny, and ſubvert 
the very Foundations on which we ſtand 
They would deftroy the unqueſtion*d Sove- 
reignty of our Laws, which for ſo many 
Ages have ttjumph'd over the Iavaſions and 
Uſurpations of ambitivus Princes; they 
would denude us of the beautiful Garment 
of Liberty, and proſtitute the Honour of 
the Natioa to the M<chaniciſm of Slavery 
They would diveſt GOD Almignty of his 
Praiſe, in giving his humble Creatures a 
Right of governing themſelves, and charge 
Heaven with having meanly ſubjected Man- 
kind to the Crime TYRANNY, which he 
himſ-1f abhors. 

*Tis to this Honourable Houſe the whole 
Nation now looks for Relief, againſt theſe 
juraders, and. honeft Menu hope, that mow 
+; the Tim?, when the illegitimate ſpurious 
Bicth of theſe Mon ters in bolit icks ſhall be 


t xps d by your Voice— Now # the Time, 


vv hen you {hall declace it Criminal for any 


Man to aſſert, That the Subjefs of Britain 
are oblig'd to an abſolute uncondition'd Obe- 


diente to their Prince. — > The Contrary 


brug evident by the Claim of Right made 
in both Kingdoms, when they tendred the 
Crowns to King Wiliam and Queen May; 
and in the Oath of Government taken by 
them at the ſame time, and which no Man 
by Law can or dare impeach—and indecd 
ought not te bs permitted unpuniſh'd to 


. Tepro? che 
jufects our Politicks, and affeAs the Loyal: 
ty, the Zeal, and the Peace of the whole 


Now is the Time, when . you ſhall declare 
it Criminal for any Man to aſſert, The Jle- 


gality of Refiftance on any Pretence whatever, 


Cc. Or iu plain Engliſh, The Right of Self- 


Defence ag ainſt Oppreſſion and Violence, whe- 
ther National or Porſonal— The Contrary 


of which is evident by the Suhjectg of Bri- 
tain, inviting over the Prince df Orange to 
aſſert aud defend the Lib: rties of this liland, 


and to reſiſt the Invaſions of Popery and 


Tyranny, in, which he was honourably joyn'd 
by the Nobility and Commons aſſembled at 
Notting bam, who took Arms, Anno 1688, 
to refift the Invaders of our Liberties, 
and were afſifted and counpenanc i by the 
Voices and Perſons of the Clergy, the Pre- 
lates, and Her Majeſty in Perſon. | 

Now is the Time, when you ſhall again 
declare the Rights of the People of Zng- 
land, either in Parliament ar in Convention 
aſſemblef to limit the Succeſſion of the 
Crown in Bar of Hereditary Claims, while 
thoſe Claims are attended with other Cir- 
cumſtances, inconſiſtent with the publick 
Safety, and the eftabliſh'd Laws of the 
Land; fince ber Majefty's Title to the 
Crown, as now ound and acknowledg'd by 
the whole Nation, and the Suceeſſion to 
the Crown, as entail'd by the Acts of Suc- 
ceſſion in England, and the late Union of 
Britain, are built on the Right of Parlia- 
ment to limit the Crown, and that Right 
recogniz'd by the Revolution. 

Ic is true, that theſe Things declare 
themſelves, and are irreſiftable Evidences 
to future Ages, of the Senſe in which the 
_ and Parliaments of England now un- 
derſtand the Stile of their ſeveral Laws, 


and honeft Men are fully ſatisfy d in the Fou- 
dation, on which their Native Privileges 
are founded. Bm it it well knowy to your 


Ho- 


Fd ite 
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Fononrable Houſe, to what a Height a ſub- 
tle and reſtleſs Party in this Nation have 
brought the De luſions of the former Times, 
how they have endeavout d to debauch the 
Principles of the People, and to diftil into 
them Notions of Government and Ohedi- 
ence, deftrutive not of our eſtabliſh'd 
Liberties only, but. of the Right of Her 
preſent Majeſty ts the Crown, and of the 
proteſtant Succeſſion in the Illuftrions 
Houſe of Hannover. - 

It is well known to pour Honourable 
Houſe, That notwithſtanding the ſe lf-evi- 
dent Teftimony of the Rights of the Peo- 
ple of Britain, as above, there are not want- 
ing Men among us who broach again, and 
vigorobfly promote, both in Printing, 
Preaching; and Converſation, the ſaid ex- 
ploded Principles of Paſſive-Obedienee, 
Non Reliftance, and Divine Right, with 
manifeſt Deſign to render odious and con- 
temptible our Legal Eſtabliſhment, to over- 
throw the Foundations of cur preſent Go- 
verument, unravel the Revolution, and 
invalidate the juſt Title, which her Majefty 
derives to theſe Crowns by the Principle of 

liamentary Limitation. 

21 need _ infift upon it, that theſe 
Do&rines ſttike at the Root of all our Hap- 
pineſs, particularly as they point at leſſen- 
ing the Rights and Authority of the Pec- 
ples Glorious Repreſentative, the Commons 
of Britain As they undermine and would 
blow up the ſolid Claim to, and happy 
Poſſeſſion of the Imperial Crown of Britain 
by Her preſent Majzfty, as they promote 
and encourage the ſordid, Artempts of a 
contemptible Pretender to theſe Crowns, 
qualify'd by Popiſb and French Education to 
govern us and above all, as they keep up 
a FaRion, prompt and nouriſh fatal Divi- 
fions, raiſe Parties, foment Jealouſies, and 
fill us with inteſtine Confuſions. 

Theſe Things have receiv'd a juſt Check 
by the Reſentment your Honourable Houſe 
has lately expreſs'd at one_of the forward 
Agents of this- mi . 
gives new Life to the Nation's — that 
they ſhall farther 

'd by this 


may at laſt expect, it 
and moſt effeſtually be diſcoura 
Step taken to puniſh the Offender. 


miſchie vous Party —and it 


But may it pleaſe your Honours to confider, 
WHETHER it would not for ever filence 
this wicked Party, ſtrike dumh the Oppo- 
ſers of Britei's Peace, aud bl all the 
Proſpe& our Enemies entertain from theſe 
Things, of dividing us to our DeficuR8ion, 
if the very Principles, on which theſe 
Things are founded, receiv'd their juſt 
Sentence from your Breath? WHETHER 
the Voice of the Commons of England, de- 
clarinz, once for al, the andoubted Rights 
of the People, of the Crown, and ot the 
Parliament, with Reſpect to Obedience, 
Government, and Limitation, would not 
perfectly ſilence the Pretences, whether of 
one Party or another, to paſſive, uncondi- 
tlon'd Obedience, Non-Reſiſtance, and 
Divine Right of Succeſſion, _ -, 

Then we might hope to live at Reſt from 
the perpetual Strife of Parties, and Princi- 
ples of Facobitiſm would wither away, for 
Want ot the Vital Moiſture they receive 
from theſe Notions Then her Majefty's 
frequent Exhortations to Peace and Union, 
which have hitherto been the Jeft and Scorn 
of this Party, tho* of the laſt Conſequence 
to the Nation, will come to be effectual, 
and valued by us Then we may ſee a 
Temper ſpring up among us of Charity, a 
Thing almoft extinct, and we may ceaſe to 
be biting and devouring one another for 
Tr fles. 

Theſe Doctrines are now unhappily mixt 
with our Divinity, with our Politicks, with 
our Loyalty,and with our Charity,and moft 
fatally perplex and debauch them all; but 
if they are blaſted by the Vote of this Ho- 
nourable Aﬀembly, their Life will be taken 
away, they will corrode and putrifie in their 
own Filth, and ftink in the Noftrils of thoſe 
that now eſpouſe them, til, like the dead 
Carcaſſes of former Favourites, they will 
deſire to bury them out of their Sight. 

May Heaven inſpire you all with Love to 
your Country's Peace, as it has always done 
with Zeal for her Liberties! May Divine 


WHuminations clear Four Politick Eye-fight 


from all Facobite Mi 
Deluſion 

cannot, but by a 
be darkned 


and Anti- Revolution 
The Houſe of Commons 
by 2 Judgment from Heaven, 
in Judgment, or cool'd in 
: Zeal, 


